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THE CHALLENGE

The City of Bellevue is preparing to create neighborhood profiles for each of its 16
neighborhoods as part of its most recent Comprehensive Plan, approved in 2015. The City
partnered with Livable City Year at the University of Washington and students from HSERV
580 to gather information about four of these neighborhoods: Crossroads, Newport,
Northeast Bellevue, and Northwest Bellevue. Students applied their skills to examine data
and identity historic trends in the four neighborhoods.
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Students worked as four teams, with each team focusing on one of the four
neighborhoods. Each group used data provided by the City of Bellevue, the US Census Bureau, and other publicly available sources to review
trends and changes in their respective neighborhood. They also interviewed 12 community stakeholders to better understand Bellevue's
strengths and residents’ concerns. From their data gathering and analysis, and using the City of Portland’s neighborhood profiles as a model,
students compiled a one-page data profile for
each of the four neighborhoods.

OUR FINDINGS

The following overarching trends reflect changes
occurring in Bellevue at large:

* Demographics are shifting. The city's
foreign-born population rose from 24.5%
in 2000 to an estimated 38% in 2017,
according to Census data. This is changing
the way residents communicate with each
other and with the City.

* Median household income is on the
rise. Some neighborhoods have seen a
significant increase in the number of people
who make more than $200,000 annually,
widening the income gap between affluent
residents and those who live below the
federal poverty line.

* More people are renting in Bellevue.
Since 2000, more residents have chosen
to rent, possibly because of rising property
values.

* Some neighborhoods are beginning to
favor public transit. However, a majority of
residents still drive to work.

DATA SNAPSHOT

Students used Census and other publicly
available data to create snapshots of each
neighborhood. Here, students present their
snapshot for the Newport neighborhood,
which is located in southwest Bellevue and
encompasses 1,800 acres. The neighborhood is
characterized as having high graduation rates,
a high median household income, and a low
crime rate.
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